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by Jerry Eberts

Bunting Coady Architects is a
firm with a simple, yet pro-
foundly held, philosophy: to
create living, breathing buildings
where people can live, work and play
successfully.

Incorporated in 1994, the business
has won more than 50 awards for
design quality and building perform-
ance, including the BOMA Earth Award
four times. With more square feet of
new construction LEED Gold-certified
projects than any architectural firm in
North America, Bunting Coady
Architects continues to lead — or
LEED, if you will — the way. The com-
pany has a 95-per-cent client-retention
rate and has never had a liability insur-
ance claim.

Founding principals Teresa Coady
and Tom Bunting met at the University
of British Columbias school of archi-
tecture and soon realized that they had
many similar views on how buildings
should be designed and constructed.
Together they formed Bunting Coady
Architects.

To this day, they remain united in
their desire to eliminate the machines
— the mechanical systems — typically
used in modern buildings, replacing
them with passive architectural sys-
tems that improve comfort, health and
livability.

“Most buildings today consume 40
per cent of the worlds energy and
resources and 25 per cent of the world’s
water,” says Coady. “We aim to design

buildings that consume less than half
the energy of typical structures, have
low embodied energy and are healthy,
comfortable and durable. This allows
us to keep costs down while also
reducing the environmental footprint
of our buildings.”

The Integrated Design Process
(IDP), pioneered by Bunting Coady
Architects, embodies the firm’s
approach to sustainable architecture.
The process includes eight steps: ori-
entating and massing; site and water;
envelope; ventilation; lighting and
power; heating and cooling; materials;
quality assurance.

“The eight steps of the IDP are easy
to understand,” says Coady. “It allows
us to work collaboratively with our
clients. You end up with a building that
is well designed, not over designed.
The other benefit is that when you
involve the whole team in the process,
everybody is encouraged to participate
and come up with ideas.”

Tom Bunting agrees. “The standard
system of design is to create the archi-
tecture and force the building systems
into the space. We work from the
grassroots up, designing a project nat-
urally. This creates the architecture —
and a better, more cost-effective and
more environmentally sustainable
building.”

The LEED Green Building Rating
System is administered by the United
States Green Building Council and has
become the accepted benchmark for
the design, construction and operation
of high-performance buildings. Bunting

Clockwise, from left: Kwantlen University College Surrey Campus’s new
entrance features a dramatic canopy with copper-ringed oculus and wood
soffit; The NRC Institute for Fuel Cell Innovation’s photovoltaic skylight incor-
porates daylighting, shading and renewable energy; drought-tolerant, native
plants to the front and side of the NRC Institute for Fuel Cell Innovation have
helped to enhance both building performance and site ecosystems.
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UBC’s NRC Institute for Fuel Cell Innovation and Kwantlen University College Surrey Campus

administration building

One of the first of seven nodes to be built for the Hydrogen Highway, the NRC
Institute for Fuel Cell Innovation at the University of British Columbia is the

demonstration site for many innovative fuel-cell systems and technologies being
developed in time for the 2010 Vancouver-Whistler Winter Olympics. The Institute
for Fuel Cell Innovation (NRC-IFCI] is the centrepiece of B.C.'s fuel-cell industry
cluster. This new centre, completed in 2006, contains a suite of sustainable green
building technologies, including a ground-source heat pump to provide natural-
source heating and cooling, as well as a five-kilowatt, solid oxide, fuel-cell sys-
tem to be fuelled by natural gas and biomass and a photovoltaic array to capture
energy from sunlight.

Targeted for LEED Gold certification, the $14.8-million, 71,000-square-foot site
accommodates a secured tank farm, a flammable liquid storage shed, a fuel-cell
filling station, a fuel-cell test generator station and a fuel-cell harsh environment
test facility.

"This is the flagship building on the Hydrogen Highway,” says Robert Billard,
project designer for Bunting Coady Architects. "To look at the building, you
wouldn’t think it had all the bells and whistles, but we used the Integrated Design
Process to introduce sustainability into everyday architecture. The building is
unique in that fuel-cell technology is used in the building itself.”

Bunting Coady Architects new administration building for Kwantlen University
College Surrey Campus provides ample amounts of natural light as a result of the
transparency of the atrium space. It was determined that the prevalent wind flow
is from the south. To take advantage of this phenomenon, the atrium roof was
sloped up toward the north. This
allows the architectural form to har-
ness wind pressure effects.
Jaret Klymchuk, project architect,
says the three-storey atrium that
bridges the gap between the old and
the new buildings is striking.
“The roof helps to ventilate the
buildings and the atrium,” says
Klymchuk. "It’s a very good example of
the Integrated Design Process in
action. It has enabled us to create a
unique architectural expression that
gives the Surrey campus a whole new
look.”
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