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winter, Vasarhely says the crew had to do quite a bit more road main-
tenance and reconstruction work one might not otherwise do in a typ-
ical year.

“We weathered that pretty well though,” he says, adding the ris-
ing cost of materials and shortage of skilled labourers — both felt in-
dustry-wide — also posed a challenge. However, “partly because the 
site was central to where a lot of tradesmen live, it wasn’t as difficult to 
find skilled labourers. For a lot of guys in the trades, the site was close 
to home.”

Which was of comfort, especially since this was, at the time, the 
largest project in the Lower Mainland to use coloured tilt-up concrete. 
According to Vasarhely, there was a lot of apprehension about using 
the coloured building material as nobody had used it in a project of 
this magnitude before. Vasarhely was concerned about maintaining 
consistency in the appearance of the coloured concrete, however, hav-
ing the supplier, Langley-based Rempel Bros., located nearby helped 
put the project manager’s mind at ease.

“They batched the concrete from the same plant so that we had con-
sistency,” he says.

But when it came time to pour the concrete, all would’ve been lost if 
they had proceeded to do so in the rain.

“With grey concrete tilt construction where you’re going to be paint-
ing, you can pour in the rain because you can sack any rained out fac-
es before painting and the intended finish will be maintained,” he ex-
plains. “But the challenge with coloured concrete is that if a panel is 
rained out, you have little alternative but to re-cast the panel.”

Placement was another challenge. Crews had to be more cautious 
when placing and consolidating the coloured concrete wall panels to 
prevent banding and riveting.

“Before we got going (on this project), we consulted with the archi-
tect, supplier and subtrade and did several mock-ups to ensure every-
thing would turn out well,” he says.

And that it has.
Not only is the building envelope practically maintenance-free, in 

that it will never need to be repainted, the coloured concrete wall pan-
els add interest and warmth to an otherwise industrial environment. 

“We didn’t want this facility to be a cool, grey concrete colour. In-
stead, we wanted it to look like a university more than an industrial 
facility, so the character of the colour was really important to us,” says 
principal-in-charge Coady, adding the pigmented walls deepen when 
wet and change colour with the light.

“And we chose coloured concrete because we wanted to keep the 
concrete exposed to show the (masonry) students they are learning a 
very important trade,” she continues. “One of the reasons you see the 
concrete as well as the beautiful woodworking, detailed drywall and 
glass and steel work is the architecture itself is a celebration of the skill 
of the trades.”  CB
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